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Miliukoff thought that if Kitchener had talked
seriously with the opposition leaders he might
have persuaded them to defer the Revolution
at least until after ffie war; his assurances
would have been accepted when those of
Russian Ministers were scouted. The masses
who refused to believe anything which came
from official quarters had a curious, almost
superstitious, faith in the word of the great
English soldier. But it is hard to believe that
Kitchener would have been allowed to get into
touch with anybody outside the Court circle.
All this is mere speculation. What matters is,
that Kitchener recognized in Russia the weak
link of the Allied chain. It became his busi-
ness to see if he could strengthen it.